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Overview   

Consider relatively high cost wound care devices 
for complex wounds in terms of: 

 

• Use 

 

• Evidence 

 

• Further research  

 





Assessing effectiveness  
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The randomised controlled trial 



Cost effectiveness  

 
Soares MO et al.  Medical  Decision Making, 2013 33:415-36.  



Bring medical device to market 



Negative pressure wound therapy 
(NPWT) 



Silver dressings 



Use of NPWT: Community use in England 
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Use of NPWT dressings and accessories  



• Between 2001 and 2007, Medicare Payments 
for NPWT pumps increased by 538% (from 
$24 million to $164 million) 

 

• Recent study of people with open wounds in 
Leeds and Hull 

 

• Change and choice 

 

 

 

 



Use of silver dressings: Community use In England  
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Other data 

• 263 health professionals in Scotland asked about 
AWD use and 96% said would use for an infected 
wound.  

 

• When asked which AWD was used most 
frequently of 255 respondents 55% said silver 
dressings (iodine containing was most frequent). 

 

• Variation 



What is the evidence: Silver dressings 



Clinical effectiveness 



Cost effectiveness 



Recommendations 

• Guideline recommendations 

 

• Other 



What is the evidence: NPWT 



Evidence based medicine 

• Research evidence 

 

• Clinical experience 

 

• Available resources 

 

• Patient views and preference 







More research needed! 





 



On the other hand 



Questions 

• How big is this issue? 

• Does it matter? 

• How can we ensure better value 
health care in wound? 

• Should there be disinvestment? 

• Can we disinvest? 

 


