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ALISON NEILANS (1884-1942) 

(Image: Museum of London, 1910) 



RETAIL CHEMISTS AND ‘HYGIENIC’/ ‘SURGICAL’ 
STORES 

Revised 

Catalogue of 

Surgical 

Rubber 

Goods, Pro-

Race 

Appliances 

and Medical 

Sundries 

([n.p.] 

1925) 

Image: 
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CONTRACEPTIVE VENDING MACHINES, C. 1932 



“The problem of the modern conscienceless 

commercialisation of the sale and advertisement of 

contraceptives is a different matter from that of birth 

control per se.”  

 

Alison Neilans, Edinburgh Evening Dispatch, 20 February 1937 



MAIL ORDER CATALOGUES:  
CONTRACEPTIVES DISGUISED  

1927/8 

1910 



Nickel & Co catalogue, 1912 



MEDICAL AND SURGICAL  
INSTRUMENT CATALOGUES 

Arnold & Son (1904) 

Weiss 
& Son 
(1901) 



EPONYMOUS TOOLS 
WEISS & SON (1889) CATALOGUE 



PATENTING  

 



PROSTHESES COMMODIFICATION 

Patent 

Specification: 

William 

Edward 

Newton, 

artificial legs, 

1857 

Patent 

Specification: 

Douglas Bly,  

Lateral Motion of 

the Ankle (1858 

English patent, 

1863 US patent)  





BRAND NAME DISPUTE: “LIFEBUOY” 

Lever 

Brothers 

soap 

John Player 

Cigarettes 



ADDIS ADVERTISING, 1928 



ADDIS 
ADVERTISING, 

1928 



ADDIS DISNEY TOOTHBRUSHES, 1939  



BOOTS, 
“EVERYTHING FOR 
THE TEETH”, 1926 



J. T. PEPPER, CHEMIST, 
CANADA, 1927 



HOSPITAL WOUND INFECTION CONTROL 

Nurses 

‘scrubbed up’, 

St Thomas’ 

Hospital, 

London, 1908 

 

Linen keepers 

ironing clean 

bed linen, 

Glasgow Royal 

Infirmary, 

1900 



MEDICINE AND COMMERCE TODAY 


